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Write about the ocean

Write about a Q-Tip

ode to a q-tip

aren’t you an interesting thing?
basically a paper stick with two poofs of cotton,
one at either end and yet,
try as I might,
I cannot replicate or come close to creating anything that
can do - whatever it is that you can do.
you are task oriented - and yet you have ventured out
beyond the ear department,
not because you had to………but just for the fun of it,
I suspect.
that fine point of cotton is the best
at cleaning up sloppy manicures or rusty gears on a bicycle
but I think my favorite thing about you is that each time I use one of you a little bit of a rebel
comes out in me as I hear my Mama’s voice
“don’t EVER put ANYTHING in your ears…..”
and yet, there’s a whole section in the store
devoted to things you put IN your ears,
devoted to YOU…..you remind me that grownups say the silliest of things
to get their points across–
and that
is perfection !

VIRGINIA WOOLF WAS A WRITER CONCERNED
ABOVE ALL WITH CAPTURING IN WORDS THE
EXCITEMENT, PAIN, BEAUTY AND HORROR
OF WHAT SHE TERMED THE MODERN AGE.
BORN IN 1882, SHE WAS CONSCIOUS OF
HERSELF AS A DISTINCTIVELY MODERNIST
WRITER, AT ODDS WITH A RAFT OF THE
BORING AND COMPLACENT ASSUMPTIONS OF
19TH-CENTURY LITERATURE.

She realized that a
new era – marked by
extraordinary
developments in
urbanism, technology,
warfare, consumerism
and family life –
would need to be
captured by a
different sort of writer.

The Enlightenment (usually called the Age of Reason). The use and celebration
of reason is the power by which humans understand the universe and improve
their own condition. The goals of the Enlightenment were considered to be
knowledge, freedom, and happiness.
Romanticism was partly a revolt against aristocratic, social, and political norms
of the Enlightenment period and a reaction against the scientific rationalization of
nature in art and literature. It stressed strong emotion as a source of aesthetic
experience, placing new emphasis on such
emotions as trepidation, horror, and the awe
experienced in confronting the sublimity of
untamed nature. It also legitimized the
individual imagination as a critical authority
which permitted freedom from classical notions
of form in art.
Modernism In essence, the modernist
movement argued that the new realities of the
industrial and mechanized age were permanent
and imminent, and that people should adapt
their world view to accept that the new equaled
the good, the true and the beautiful.
PostModernism there is nothing original,
there is nothing new, there is no meaning other
that the subjective.

One Hundred Years Ago
The Wright Brothers Flew (Dec, 1903)
Average Life Expectancy was 47
14% of homes had a bathtub
8% of homes had a telephone
A three minute call from Denver to New York cost $11
There were 8,000 cars in the US and only 144 miles of paved roads
The maximum speed in most cities was 10 miles per hour
Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa and Tennessee were more heavily populated than California.
California, 1.4 million, was only the 21st most populous state in the Union
Average pay was $300 a year
The highest paid professional was a veterinarian at $4000 a year
95% of all births in the US took place at home
Sugar cost 4 cents a pound. Eggs were 14 cents a dozen. Coffee was 15 cents a pound
Most women only washed their hair once a month and used borax or eggs yolks to
shampoo.

One Hundred Years Ago
The five leading causes or death in the US were 1. Pneumonia, 2. Tuberculosis 3. Diarrhea,
4. Heart disease and 5. Stroke
The American flag had 45 stars: Arizona, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Hawaii and Alaska had
not yet been admitted to the Union.
The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was 30.
Canned beer and iced tea had not been invented.
There were no Mother’s or Father’s Day
One in ten US adults could not read or write.
Only 6% of All Americas had graduated from high school.
Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter at corner drugstores.
According to one pharmacists, “Heroin clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the mind,
regulates the stomach and bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect guardian of health.”
Eighteen percent of households in the US had a least one full-time servant or domestic.
There were only 230 reported murders a year in the entire US.
Worldwide cities in the industrial north claimed the top 10 largest cities in the world.
London was the largest at 6.5 million. Population of the world is 1.5 billion.

Biography
Born: Adeline Virginia Stephen in
London,
Raised and educated at home.
1895, she had the first of numerous
nervous breakdowns.
!
!
!

following the death of her mother
later claimed to have been frequently
molested by her half-brother,
suffered psychologically from the
experience.

in 1904, she moved with her sister,
Vanessa, and two brothers to a house
in Bloomsbury.
!

Following the death of her father (Sir
Leslie Stephen, an editor and literary
critic)

Bio - continued
1905: began writing
professionally
!

initially for the Times Literary
Supplement.

In 1912 she married Leonard
Woolf,
!

a civil servant and political
theorist.

1915: first novel, The Voyage
Out, was published.
!

Her novels are considered
revolutionary and pioneered
literary modernism.

Late 1920’s
!

Began an affair with writer Vita
Sackville-West

The Dreadnought Hoax of 1910

Bio – part 4
1941: committed suicide, by
drowning herself near her
home in Rodmell.
!
!
!

She filled her pockets with
stones
jumped into the Ouse River.
left a suicide note:
■

"I have a feeling I shall go
mad. I cannot go on longer in
these terrible times. I shan't
recover this time. I hear voices
and cannot concentrate on my
work. I have fought against it
but cannot fight any longer."

Traditional novel VS Modern novel
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

An entertainment for after-dinner reading
Superfluous things
Moralizing the dear reader
Presenting only one-sided view of life
Plot
Character (externals of personality)

❖
❖
❖

❖

❖

Evolved as a serious art form
Compact in body, integrated in form
Embodies the writer’s philosophy of life,
view of the world
Deals with all facts of contemporary life
pleasant as well as the unpleasant
Internal

Modern psychological theory:
Life is not regarded as a continuous flow, but as a series of separate and
successive moments.
Modern writers:
Probe deeper and deeper into the human consciousness and move so freely
backward and forward in time that the unity and place has no meaning or
significance for them.

Literary Style
“Examine for a moment an ordinary mind on an
ordinary day. The mind receives a myriad
impressions—trivial, fantastic, or engraved with the
sharpness of steel. . . . Let us record the atoms as
they fall upon the mind in the order in which they
fall, let us trace the pattern, however disconnected
and incoherent in appearance, which each sight or
incident scores upon the consciousness,” - Virginia
Woolf in “Modern Fiction” .

Depict Life as “Actually Experienced”

break-up of:
• traditional meaning
structures
• formal unity

A Room of One’s Own
Form: Extended essay (developed from two
lectures).
Summary:
!

Woolf reflects on the situation of women writers
over the centuries,
■

explores the effect of material conditions and patriarchal
attitudes on their intellectual and imaginative work.

Themes:
!

!
!
!

Women writers and intellectuals have not had the
money, independence, or material comforts
necessary to create their best work;
women have served as supportive props to the male
ego rather than developing their own abilities
anger toward men and oppressive social conditions
have tarnished the writing of some women
an androgynous mind is necessary to the creation of
great literature.

Key Passages
“It is strange what a difference a tail makes”
“Why was one sex so prosperous and the other so poor?
What effect has poverty on fiction?”
“if Shakespeare had had an “extraordinarily gifted
sister,” she would not have been able to realize her
potential”
“Anger had snatched my pencil while I dreamt. But what
was anger doing there?” “What is meant by ‘reality’?”
“Some collaboration has to take place in the mind
between the woman and the man before the act of
creation can be accomplished,”.

Feminism
A Room of One’s Own has become a feminist classic.
! it

has generated debate among both feminist and nonfeminist scholars and critics
! still influential today because it addresses fundamental
issues relating to women writers and the material and
social conditions under which they produced (and
perhaps still produce) their work.

Women’s writing and female poverty
central issue:
“Why was one sex so prosperous and the other so poor?
! What conditions are necessary for the creation of works of
art?”
!

■

Woolf develops this theme through various examples:
■

very different meals men and women are served in their respective
colleges.
■ After a skimpy meal at a woman’s college, the narrator comments,
“Indeed, conversation for a moment flagged.
▪ The human frame being what it is, heart, body and brain all mixed
together, . . . a good dinner is of great importance to good talk.
▪ One cannot think well, love well, sleep well if one has not dined well”

Notice Everything

The Death of the Moth (1942)
Contains her observations as she sits in her study
watching a humble moth trapped by a pane of glass.
! Rarely have so many profound thoughts been eked out
from such an apparently minor situation
! Woolf raised her sensitivity to the highest art form. She
had the confidence and seriousness to use what
happened to her – the sensory details of her own life –
as the basis for the largest ideas.
!

“One could not help watching him.
One was, indeed, conscious of a
queer feeling of pity for him.
The possibilities of pleasure seemed
that morning so enormous and so
various that to have only a moth’s
part in life, and a day moth’s at that,
appeared a hard fate, and his zest in
enjoying his meagre opportunities to
the full, pathetic. He flew vigorously
to one corner of his compartment,
and, after waiting there a second,
flew across to the other. What
remained for him but to fly to a third
corner and then to a fourth? That was
all he could do, in spite of the width
of the sky, the far-off smoke of
houses, and the romantic voice, now
and then, of a steamer out at sea.”

On Being Ill, (1926)
“English, which can express the thoughts of
Hamlet and the tragedy of Lear, has no words for
the shiver and the headache. The merest
schoolgirl, when she falls in love, has Shakespeare
or Keats to speak her mind for her; but let a
sufferer try to describe a pain in his head to a
doctor and language at once runs dry.”

