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Salvador Dalí was one of 
the most famous painters 
of the twentieth century.

He gained a reputation as 
one of the century’s most 
bizarre and outrageous 
artists.

His theory of Surealism was based on 
‘reasoned madness’, but as he commented: 
‘The difference between me and a madman 
is that I am not mad.’



Salvador Dalí was born on May 11, 1904 in the small 
agricultural town of Figueres, Spain. 
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The son of a prosperous notary, Dalí spent his boyhood in 
Figueres and at the family's summer home in the coastal fishing 
village of Cadaques where his parents built his first studio.

His mother died when he was young.  His father was VERY strict.

He was an intelligent child, producing advanced drawings at an 
early age. He began taking art classes at 10 years old.

By 1921 he convinced his father that he could make a living as an 
artist and was allowed to go to Madrid, Spain, to study painting.

Dalí attended the Colegio de los Hermanos Maristas and the 
Instituto in Figueras, Spain. 



Gala & Salvador met in 1929.  They 
were married for 53 years 





Dali began to study art at the Royal Academy of Art 
in Madrid, he was expelled twice and never 
graduated.

While in school the authorities of the college were 
unimpressed by his outrageous behavior and 
eccentric dress. 

It was his paintings, in which he experimented with 
Cubism, that earned him the most attention from his 
fellow students.

Dali found the college to be restrictive, and his 
protests against the college authorities finally led to 
suspension

During this time Dalí had a vast number of artistic 
styles and displayed unusual technical facility as a 
painter.



Dali was greatly influenced by the landscape of 
Cadaques, Spain.  

Early Period - 1917-1928



Port Alguer (1923) 

http://thatspot.org/blog/2016/5/15/salvador-dal-port-alguer


Early experimentation with Cubism 

Dali-Cabaret Scene, 1922 
Oil on canvas 

52x41 cm

Picasso



• In 1928 Dali went to Paris where he met the 
Spanish painters Pablo Picasso and Joan Miro. He 
established himself as the principal figure of a 
group of “Surrealist” artists. 

 Picasso     Miro

http://www.artelino.com/articles/pablo_picasso.asp
http://www.artelino.com/articles/joan_miro.asp
http://www.artelino.com/articles/joan_miro.asp
http://www.fantasyarts.net/Fantasy_art_work_gallery/Weeping_woman_Picasso.jpg
http://www.fantasyarts.net/Miro/Joan_miro_dutch_interior.jpg


Francisco Goya 
Saturn Devouring His Son

Hieronymus Bosch 
Bird-Headed Monster 



In the late 1920s, two events brought about the development of his mature 
artistic style:

His contact with Surrealist artists and writers who  sought to establish the 
"greater reality" of man's subconscious over his reason. 

In 1929 Dali held his first one-man show in Paris. 

Within the same year he joined the surrealists, led by former Dadaist Andre 
Breton.

Dali soon became a leader of the Surrealist Movement.









The Persistence of Memory, 1931
oil on canvas, 24 cm × 33 cm

Museum of Modern Art, New York City



Soft Construction with Boiled Beans, 1936
Oil on canvas

100 cm × 99 cm
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia

Picasso
Guernica, 1937, 







Freud
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SALVADOR DALI

more UNUSUAL FACTS ABOUT 
HIM…. 

One day when he was just a small boy, he was 
out walking with a friend and noticed that a 
safety railing was missing from the bridge 
they were crossing. Observing that there was 
nobody around, Dali decided to push his 
friend off the bridge. The boy fell 16 ft onto 
sharp, jagged rocks and was seriously hurt.  
As he watched his friend’s mother caring for 
the injured boy, the young Dali sat calmly, 
smiling and eating cherries as she passed with 
bowl after bowl of bloody water.  He said at 
that moment he could not distinguish 
between pleasure and pain.

http://www.surrealists.co.uk/dali.php
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Metamorphosis of Narcissus, 1937
Oil on canvas, 51.1 cm × 78.1 cm 

Tate Modern, London



SALVADOR DALI

In 1936 he returned to a more traditional  style of 
painting. 

From 1939 to 1948 he lived in the United  States 
and became well known for being 

eccentric.

Figure at a window



SALVADOR DALI

UNUSUAL FACTS ABOUT 
HIM…. 

He had an intense fear of 
Grasshoppers. 
 He didn't know how to count 

money. 
 When he was in public he would 

jump up and down to  get attention. 
 He was afraid to expose his feet. 
 He LOVED that his wife changed 

her clothes three times a  day.



SALVADOR DALI
more UNUSUAL FACTS 

ABOUT HIM…. 
He Believed He Was The Reincarnation 
Of His Dead Brother 
 He once delivered a lecture wearing a 
full deep-sea diving suit, which he 
refused to take off, almost suffocating as 
a result.  
In 1955, he arrived at a speech in a 
Rolls-Royce full of cauliflowers because 
he was fascinated by their shape.  
Dali would stand on his head until he 
almost passed out, allowing him to 
become semi-lucid.

http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/multimedia/video/2008/wallace/dali_salvador_t.html
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=dU_qSr5tN7oC&lpg=PT79&dq=salvador%20dali%20cauliflowers%20rolls%20royce&pg=PT79#v=onepage&q=salvador%20dali%20cauliflowers%20rolls%20royce&f=false
http://www.surrealists.co.uk/dali.php


Dali Atomicus, 1948



On January 23, 1989, in the city of his birth, Dalí died of heart 
failure at the age of 84. 


