


Between Austria and Italy, 
there is a section of the Alps 

called the Semmering. It is an 
impossibly steep, very high 

part of the mountains. People 
built a train track over these 
Alps to connect Vienna and 
Venice.  But they built these 
tracks even before there was 
a train in existence that could 

make the trip.  

They built it because 
they knew some day, 

the train would be 
built.



Rudolf Steiner

Rudolf Joseph Lorenz Steiner 
1861-1925 



Renaissance Man 
• Philosopher 
• Theologian 
• Educationalist 
• Agricultural expert 
• Architect 
• Doctor 
• Economist 
• Historical 
• Herbalist medicinal plants 
• Dramatist 
• Goethe master  
• Artistic trendsetter 
• Visionary



Early Years
	 •	 Rudolf  Steiner was born on 27 February 1861, in 

Austria.  
	  

	 •	 His father, Johann Steiner was originally a 
gamekeeper and then telegraph operator on the 
railroad. The station, located in the foothills of  the 
eastern Austrian Alps in Lower Austria, offered a 
wonderful view and little Rudolf  grew up 
appreciating beauties of  nature. It was also here 
that his two siblings, a sister and a brother, were 
born. 

	 •	 As a young child, the beauty of  nature greatly 
influenced him. As he said: “ I was surrounded by 
two worlds: a spiritual world and a world of  sense.” 

	 •	 At age 8 he said upon reading a geometry 
textbook, “one can live within the mind in the 
shaping of  forms perceived only within oneself ” 

	 •	 From ages 11-18 he attended a secondary school 
for science, called Realschule, in Austria and 
discovered Immanuel Kant’s Critique of  Pure 
Reason. 



	 •	 Steiner never liked the schoolmaster and made up 
his mind that he had nothing to learn from him. 
Later, his father too had an altercation with the 
master and thereafter, he withdrew Rudolf  from 
school.  

	 •	 In 1870, when he was nine years old, he had his 
first spiritual experience. He saw the spirit of  one of  
his aunts, who had committed suicide. It was said 
that no one in his family knew that the lady had 
passed away. The incident set him thinking about 
possibility. 

	 •	 In 1872, Steiner he contributed to the family 
income  by providing private tuition in mathematics 
and science to a family of  four boys 

 

	 •	 In 1879, he passed his exit examination and won an 
academic scholarship to the Institute of  
Technology in Vienna. Here he studied 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, botany, biology, 
literature, and philosophy, finally graduating in 
1883.

Middle Years



Felix Koguzki
• Steiner tells us in his autobiography that 

when he was 21, on his way home on the 
train from Vienna, he met a gardener 
named Felix Koguzki. 

• This man was a herbalist who gathered and 
sold medicinal plants for a living.  

• Koguzki spoke to him about the spiritual 
world of  plants and how he could speak the 
language of  plants.  They told him what 
sicknesses they could heal, how to be crafted 
into a medicine and where to find other. 

• The gardener then introduced him to the 
writing of  another traveler, another 
polymath ……….





After his graduation in 1883, Steiner continued working as an editor and archivist, and throughout 
the 1880s worked on a complete edition of  Goethe’s writings.  In 1890 he was invited to work at the 
prestigious Schiller-Goethe Archives in Weimar, eastern Germany.  In the following year he received a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of  Rostock, and later published his dissertation as a book 
Wahrheit und Wissenschaft (Truth and Science - 1892).  While working at the archives he also wrote his 
most important philosophical work Die Philosophie der Freiheit (The Philosophy of  Freedom - 1894), an 
exploration of  epistemology and ethics upon which humans might become spiritually free beings.



Faust  is a scholar who is highly successful 
yet dissatisfied with his life, which leads him 
to make a pact with the Devil, exchanging 
his soul for unlimited knowledge and 
worldly pleasures. 

Theory of  Colors is a book by Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe about the poet's 
views on the nature of  colors and how 
these are perceived by humans.



Theosophical Society
	 •	 In 1902, Steiner became the General 

Secretary of  the Theosophical Society. 
	  
	 •	 However, he had his own approach to 

spirituality and started replacing 
Blavatsky’s terminology with his own.  

	 •	 During this time her developed  
‘anthroposophy’, derived from Greek 
word meaning ‘human wisdom’, and 
wrote extensively - ‘Outline of  Occult 
Science’ (1909) and ‘Outline of  
Esoteric Science’ (1910), being two of  
them. 

	 •	 April 1909 in India, Charles Webster 
Leadbeater and Annie Besant of  the 
Theosophical Society found a young 
boy named Jiddu Krishnamurti who 
they believed was the reincarnation of  
Christ and started nurturing him.  



Steiner Leaves the Theosophical Society

	 •	 Later in 1911, they established the Order of  the Star in the East (OSE) with Krishnamurti as its 
head. Steiner could not accept that and so in 1912, he broke away from the Theosophical 
Society. Majority of  the German section went with him.

It is no measure of  health to be well adjusted to a profoundly sick society. 

If  we can really understand the problem, the answer will come out of  it,  
because the answer is not separate from the problem. 

We all want to be famous people, and the moment we want to be something we are no longer free. 



Anthroposophy
	 •	 On 28 December 1912, Rudolf  Steiner along with a group of  prominent German 

theosophists founded the Anthroposophical Society. Their aim was to pursue a more 
western path of  spirituality than the Theosophical Society used to do. The new society 
began to grow rapidly under Steiner’s leadership.  

	 •	 From the early 1920s, Steiner began to face extreme hostility. While Adolf  Hitler called 
him a tool in the hands of  the Jews, others called for a war against him. His meetings 
started being disrupted. It reached such a level that in 1923, he was forced to leave 
Berlin.  

	 •	 Even before that, the first Goetheanum, made out of  timber and concrete, was 
destroyed by fire on 31 December 1922. Although no specific reason could be 
discerned, the Nazis were blamed for it. However, the incident could not subdue his 
spirit; he started designing another, this time with concrete.  





Steiner’s Theory
• How Imagination Connects to Anthroposophy 

– Imagination allows the person to exercise his or her spiritual/ intuitive/ feeling capacities. 
– “Man consists of body, soul, and spirit and that in the child body soul and spirit are still in 

unity.” 
– Steiner also describes this unity as body, feeling-life, and intellect. The imagination, 

“constitutes a link between the two ends of human existence, thought and action…spiritualism 
and materialism” (Nielson 19, 20). 

– Imagination theorist “Rugg points toward Einstein as a scientist and philosopher in whom the 
rational, scientific way of thinking was epitomized, but who nevertheless often explained that 
none of his ideas emerged out of analytic thinking. Rather, they came as intuitive flashes, 
feeling-thoughts, which then he might try to express logically in words afterwards.” (Nielson 
20).





The Basic Issue
• Many young children today seem to have lost what Steiner calls, “spiritual knowledge” 

or a sense of  wholeness— an inner life. While this inner life is deeply and intuitively 
accessible for children, they must be given opportunities to exercise their spiritual nature.  

• One exercise opportunity can be found in imaginative forms of  play. However, these 
exercises should, according to Steiner, use certain types of  materials, namely, simple, 
natural, or non-literal toys. Through using these versatile materials the child can deepen 
his or her inner life.  

• Today in many areas, the child’s opportunities for exercising imagination tend to be 
limited due to the nature of  the toys they use and their exposure to television. They 
come to expect high levels of  detail and are intolerant of  abstraction. 



Waldorf  Schools
• From Theory to Practice: 
	 Steiner’s theory of  imagination is fundamental to his pedagogy. There are seven teaching methods 

that use imagination: 
– Drama: creates emotional-aesthetic links with learning content. 

•  Pretending/ Role-Play 
• Play-Acting 

– Exploration: allows the child to construct ideas, feelings, images, concepts via imagination 
and direct experience. 
• Making  Tools 
• Building  
• Gardening 

– Story-Telling: enables the child to live in emotions and to arrive at values  
• Myths 
• Fairy-Tales 

– Routine: 
• Festivals 
• Chores 
• Morning Verse 
• Lunch and Grace



Waldorf  Schools
– From Theory to Practice: 
– Arts: develop beauty, harmony, balance within the child  in such a way as to speak to his or 

her imagination and feeling-life 
• Drawing 
• Painting 
• Woodworking 
• Blacksmithing 
• Eurythmy 
• Music 
• Calligraphy 

– Discussion:  assists in forming pictorial images that may or may not fit existing schemas 
and thus aids the pursuit of  abstract or deeper truths. (Nielson 17). 

– Empathy: The teacher’s fundamental drive must be love of  children or empathy. Empathy 
and imagination belong to the same realm of  feelings. The relationship between teacher 
and pupil is highly dependant on the teacher’s ability to…embody and physically display 
empathy. Thus the child’s imaginative capacity is dependant on that of  the teacher. 
(Nielson 19).  
• One class teacher (grades 1-8)



Biosculptural Architecture
First Goetheanum 

1919-1922 

 



Biosculptural Architecture
Second Goetheanum 

1924- 

 







Biodynamic Agriculture


















