
In 1940, Hitler was 
worried.  He sensed that 
people were starting to 

pay attention to the 
atrocities happening in 
Europe. He worried that 
three men from the USA 
had the power to depose 
the credibility of Hitler’s 

Third Reich and prove it to 
be nothing more than 

madness driven by a false 
sense of superiority and 

greed.

In response, the Führer’s 
added these three men to 
his feared death list.  



Who were these three men 
who had the power to 

disrupt and challenge the 
death machine of the 

Nazi’s?



the three stooges



Moe Howard Larry Fine Curly Howard

Shemp Howard Joe Besser “Curley” Joe DeRita

the three     stoogessix



The Three Stooges are stitched 
into the cultural fabric of America 
in a way that few entertainers are.  

They are more popular around the 
world then Marilyn Monroe, Elvis 

Presley or Albert Einstein. They are, 
it’s claimed, with some justification, 
the most popular comedy team in 

history, appearing in over 200 
short and feature films from the 
early 1930s to the early 1970s, 
hosting their own TV show, and 

making countless stage and 
personal appearances.
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Zogby International conducted a poll of 1,213 American 
adults by telephone in July 2006. 

One question asked for the names of the Three Stooges and 
another asked for the names of the three branches of 
government. 

  

Those able to name the Three Stooges:  73% 

Those able to name the three branches of government:  42%



The Horwitz (Howard) brothers, Moses (Moe), Jerome (Curley) and Samuel 
(Shemp better), were blue-collar Jewish boys from Brooklyn, born without an 
ounce of theatrical blood in their veins. Nevertheless, at an early age — and 
not unusually for working-class Jews around the turn of the century — both 
Moe and Shemp decided early on a career in show business. 

For Curly it was an afterthought

How It All Began



The Three Stooges began in 
1922 as part of a raucous 

vaudeville act called "Ted Healy 
and His Stooges" (sometimes 
known as "Ted Healy and His 

Southern Gentlemen”).[ 

Moe Howard joined Healy's act 
in 1922, and his brother Shemp 

Howard came aboard a few 
months later. In 1925, violinist-
comedian Larry Fine joined the 

group.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shemp_Howard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shemp_Howard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Fine


In the act, Healy would 
attempt to sing or tell jokes 

while his noisy assistants 
would keep "interrupting" 

him, causing Healy to 
retaliate with verbal and 

physical abuse.  

This act was so popular that in 1930 Healy and His 
Stooges appeared in their first Hollywood feature 

film, Soup to Nuts. The film was not a critical 
success, but the Stooges' performances were 

singled out as incredible, leading Fox to offer the 
trio a contract, minus Healy. This enraged Healy, 

who told studio executives that the Stooges were 
his employees, and the offer was withdrawn.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joke


"Howard, Fine & Howard" or "Three Lost Souls” quit the Ted Healy show and 
took off on their own.  They were an instant success in vaudeville all over the 
country.  Healy sued.  But lost.   So he threaten to bomb any theater that hires 
them.   

Shemp was so worried that almost left the act… 
                                                      a pay raise kept him on board.



A few years later  
they rejoined Healy 
But he was drunk  
all the time.  Shemp  
was afraid so he left to go solo eventually staring in over 10 feature films.   

But this departure left the Stooges a man down. Moe’s baby brother, Jerry, filled the 
gap.  

Jerry had long red hair and a handlebar mustache.  No one, including Moe had any 
confidence in Jerry’s comic abilities. Jerry left the room, retuned an hour later bald.  
Ted Healy said, "Boy, don't you look girlie?" Moe misheard the joke as "curly," and all 
realized that the nickname "Curly" would be a perfect fit. 



In 1934, Healy left as and the Three Stooges signed on 
with Columbia Pictures to produce Short Films.









In early 1945 Curley suffered a 
series of strokes.  Today it is 

believed that playing a  human 
punchbag deteriorated his health.  
He was also married 4 times, was a 
heavy drinker, and was VERY anti-
social.  Curly took a much needed 

break.  In 1947, Shemp took his 
place and continued the film 

shorts.   

They re-filmed several scenes 
replacing Curly with Shemp.







Larry, Moe, and Joe: 16 shorts between 1957 and 1959.

Shemp had a heart attack and died in 1956



Moe Howard
(June 19, 1897 – May 4, 1975)

1. The Alpha Stooge. 

2. Was the dominant and 
aggressive Stooge in the shorts. 

3. He was an excellent 
businessman and tried hard to 
treat everyone fairly. 

4. He called Curly “Babe” and tried 
to help him keep his financial 
and health issues in order. 



Larry Fine
(October 5, 1902 – January 24, 1975) 

1. The most underrated 
Stooge. 

2. Starred in the first Stooge 
short Woman Haters. 

3. “The Stooge in the middle.” 

4. He played a Marlon Brando 
caricature in Cuckoo on a 
Choo Choo. 

5. One side of his face was 
calloused because of the 
constant barrage of slaps. 



Curly Howard
(October 22, 1903 – January 18, 1952)
1. The most popular Stooge. 

2. Onstage persona was completely 
different from his offstage persona. 

3. His life was a mess because of his 
marriages (four of them), drinking, 
and over eating. 

4. Curly’s last short was “Hold that 
Lion.”  It was a cameo with Shemp, 
Larry, and Moe. 



Shemp Howard
(March 17, 1895 – November 23, 1955) 

1. Some Stooge experts claim 
that he was the first and best 
stooge. 

2. He appeared in numerous 
motion pictures before his 
Stooge days. 

3. He died of a heart attack in 
the back of a car in 1955.  
He was coming back from a 
boxing match. 



Joe Besser
(August 12, 1907 – March 1, 1988) 

1. He was the second 
choice to replace Shemp. 

2. Contrary to popular 
belief, Joe did get along 
with Moe and Larry. 

3. He was invited to stay on 
as a Stooge, but decided 
to take care of his wife 
instead. 



Ten RANDOMLY selected Shemp episodes and Ten RANDOMLY selected Curly episodes 
were chosen.  The number of acts of violence by Moe to these Stooges is as follows:

    Shivering Sherlocks (104)    13

Punchy Cowpunchers (120) 3

 Love at First Bite (123) 20

Three Arabian Nuts (129) 9

Scrambled Brains (132) 11

Corny Casanovas (139) 17

Cuckoo on a Choo Choo (143) 16

Knutzy Knights (156) 8

Shot in the Frontier (157) 2

Husbands Beware (167) 4

Shemp Curly

Average:  x1 = 10.3 Average:  x2 = 14.3

Uncivil Warriors (8) 27

Whoops, I’m an Indian (18) 13

Back to the Woods (23) 12

Three Missing Links (34) 9

How High is Up? (48) 38

 Cookoo Caveliers (51) 14

An Ache in Every Stake (57) 6

Sock-a-Bye Baby (66) 10

A Bird in the Head (89) 11

Uncivil Warbirds (90) 3

    Episode (episode #)            # of acts     Episode (episode #)            # of acts








