
This is a Test



Other than this text, there will be nothing else to see for a 
few moments. 

Close your eyes 

Experience the voiceNina  
Simone



Singer

Pianist

Author

Civil Rights Activist

Who was Nina Simone?

Wife

Mother

Lonely

Charismatic

Gifted

Cursed

Abused

the Abuser

Manic

High Priestess Of Soul



“But what happened, Miss Simone?  
Specifically, what happened to your big eyes that 

quickly veil to hide the loneliness?  
To your voice that has so little tenderness, yet 

flows with your commitment to the battle of Life?  
What happened to you?” 

                                           -Maya Angelou 



Childhood • Nina Simone was born Eunice Kathleen Waymon, on 
February 21,1933, in Tryon, North Carolina, US. She was the 
sixth of the eight children in her family.  

• They were very poor. 
• They had a rule to nNEVER discuss race in their house 
• She started playing the piano at the age of four,  
• During a small performance a white women named Muriel  

Mazzanovich approached the family about seeing the hidden 
talent. 

• She was tutored 2-3 per day and practiced 4-6 hours per day. 
• She as destined to be the worlds first black concert pianist.   
• Her performances at the local church served as a great 

training ground for her. However, during church 
performances her parents and family were often asked to 
move to the back rows, so that the white people could sit in 
front. 
• As a child Nina was told that her nose was too big and 

her complexion was too dark. 
• Her father was a handyman and her mother worked as a 

housemaid and a church minister.  
• Nina’s music teacher helped Nina arrange funds for her 

education. With the help of that and a few other funds, 
Nina was finally able to graduate from ‘Allen High School 
for Girls.



Finding Her Passion
• In 1950, Nina enrolled at the ‘Juilliard School.’  She 

was a prized pupil that was expected to break 
through the racist barriers of classical music.  

• After Juilliard she applied to the well-respected 
Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, but her 
application was rejected due to racial 
discrimination. 

• Having to face the reality of earning a living she 
began to teach piano. 

• Frustrated with the racism of the “blackness rubbing 
off on the keys, she tired of classical music and 
switched her focus to playing jazz and blues in 
small pubs.  

• A pub owner told her that she needed to sing while 
she played in order to keep her job.   

• She took the name “Nina Simone” so that news 
would never get back to her parents that she was in 
the “Devils lair” - "Nina" came from niña, a 
nickname given to her by a boyfriend and "Simone" 
was taken from the French actress Simone Signoret, 
whom she had seen in the movies. 



Developing Her Passion
• By the late 1950s, she had enough experience and backing to start working on her debut 

music album. She released her first album in 1957, with the label ‘Bethlehem Records.’ The 
album featured songs such as ‘Plain Gold Ring’ and ‘Little Girl Blue.’ The album also had a 
chart-topping number, ‘I Loves You, Porgy.’ 

• In her own words: “What I was interested in was conveying an emotional message, which 
means using everything you’ve got inside you sometimes to barely make a note, or if you 
have to strain to sing, you sing. So sometimes I sound like gravel, and sometimes I sound like 
coffee and cream.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewNw78TpRPk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewNw78TpRPk


Family Ties
• In 1961, New York cop Andy Stroud married Nina and 

then quite his job to become her manager.  He was an 
incredible successful manager, but also very strict - and 
abusive. 

• In 1962, Nina and Andy had their only child -             
Lisa Celeste Stroud.  



Becoming a Celebrity
• While she performed in almost all the genres, she 

was her best with soft romantic ballads.  
• She took inspiration from gospel, folk, and 

contemporary pop music. Classical influences were 
also apparent in her music. She was called the “High 
Priestess of Soul,” but she hated the nickname and 
said that she would rather like to be known as a folk 
singer. 

• She performed all over the country and was in great 
demand. 



Birmingham Baptist Church Bombing
• Sunday, September 15, 1963, four members of the Ku 

Klux Klan planted 15 sticks of dynamite attached to a 
timing device beneath the steps located on the east 
side of the church. 

• Described by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as "one of the 
most vicious and tragic crimes ever perpetrated against 
humanity”, the explosion at the church killed four girls 
and injured 22 others.



Nina Changes the Tune
• Greatly moved by the Birmingham Church bombing 

Nina became an outspoke part of the civil rights 
movement and later the black power movement. 

• In her words: “I choose to reflect the times and the 
situations in which I find myself. That, to me, is my 
duty. And at this crucial time in our lives, when 
everything is so desperate, when every day is a matter 
of survival, I don’t think you can help but be 
involved.” 

• Her songs are considered by some as anthems of those 
movements, and their evolution shows the growing 
hopelessness that American racial problems would be 
solved. 

• In her words: “I am just one of the people who is sick 
of the social order, sick of the establishment, sick to 
my soul of it all. To me, America’s society is nothing 
but a cancer, and it must be exposed before it can be 
cured. I am not the doctor to cure it. All I can do is 
expose the sickness.”



In the Movement
• Mississippi Goddam: 

inspired by killings and  
church bombing in Alabama

Lyrical Excerpt: 
“Hound dogs on my trail 
School children sitting in jail  
Black cat cross my path 
I think every days gonna be  
my last 
Lord have mercy on this land  
of mine…”

• To Be Young, Gifted  
and Black: 
known as an anthem of civil  
rights movement

Lyrical Excerpt:  
“Say it clear, say it  
loud, I am Black and 
I am proud!”



African-American Culture
• Identified with struggle of the  

civil rights movement through  
her persona as well as her song

• Choice of wardrobe changed  
gradually as her political views 
became louder



Activism  
through Song

Music = Political Weapon

• 
• 
•

Emotional approach  
Raw lyrical content  
Political undertone



In the Revolution

Revolution 

Lyrical Excerpt 
“And now we got a revolution 
Cause I see the face of things to come  
Yeah, your Constitution 
Well, my friend, its gonna have to bend 
I’m here to tell you about destruction  
Of all the evil that will have to end.”



Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Why? (The King of Love is Dead)

Will the murders never cease,  Are 
they men or are they beasts? 

What  do they ever hope, 
ever hope to gain? 

Will my country fall, stand or fall?  
Is it too late for us all? 

And did Martin Luther King 
just die in vain?

He was for equality, 
For all people you and me,  Full of 

love and good will,  hate was not his 
way. 

He was not a violent man.  Tell me 
folks if you can, 

Just why, why was he shot down 
the other day?”



Nina Stumbles and Falls
• Throughout the 1970s, she 

struggled a lot with mental 
issues. During that time, she was 
mostly stuck in controversies 
due to her clashes with music 
labels, record companies, and 
co-workers.  

• She divorced Andy in 1972 
• She moved to Liberia in 1974 

with her daughter - yet there 
was emotional and physical 
abuse 

• In 1978, she made a comeback 
with the album ‘Baltimore.’ The 
album was critically 
appreciated, but the slow 
commercial reaction to the 
album proved that she was 
losing her popularity.



Nina Stumbles and Falls
• At one point, almost destitute, 

she was found wandering the 
halls of a hotel naked, wielding a 
knife.  

• Later, she would set her own 
home in France on fire.  

• Friends found her in a state of 
shambles and slowly helped her 
resurrect her life and career. The 
once mighty “High Priestess of 
Soul” reached the bottom, but, 
through performing in her later 
years, she recovered some of 
what was once lost.



Nina Simone  
1933-2003

• She suffered from bouts of mental health 
issues throughout her life.  

• In 1980, she was diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder, and during the last few years of 
her life, she suffered from breast cancer.  

• She died in her sleep on April 21, 2001.  
• Her ashes were scattered in many countries 

across the African continent. 
• 2 days prior to her death she was           

given an honorary degree from             
Curtis Institute of Music                             
in Philadelphia



Her music lives on today…

•

•

•

•

•

Her songs motivated the souls  
of those who needed uplifting 
Spoke to the heart as much  
then as they do today 
Captivate the ear and make  
the mind think twice. 
Her passion and strong voice  
elevated broken spirits. 
Her voice as an instrument to  
voice the truth raise  
awareness of during the civil  
rights era







Teaching her daughter, Simone, to play piano. December 1964.



At the piano with her babysitter in the foreground. December 1964.



At home with Simone in Westchester, New York. December 1964



In the car coming back from rehearsal with her daughter. December 1964



At home in Westchester, New York, with daughter, Simone and husband, Andy Stroud,  
standing in doorway. December 1964



In front of her home in the Westchester suburbs of New York. December 1964.



At the LaGuardia Airport coffee counter on her way to play a concert in Buffalo.December  
1964.



Nina Simone getting ready in a motel room in Buffalo, New York. December 1964.



Gesturing at well-  
wishers after a  
concert at NYU in  
New York City. 
December 1964.



Backstage at Carnegie  
Hall in New York City.  
January 1965.



Backstage at an NYU  
concert in New York City.  
January 1965.



Simone at Carnegie  
Hall in New York City.  
January 1965.



In concert at NYU in New York City. January 1965.



Backstage at Carnegie Hall in New York City. January 1965










