
What does the most ravishingly 
beautiful actress of the 1930s and 40s  
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basis of Bluetooth technology have in 
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• She was born as Hedwig 
Eva Maria Kiesler on 9 
November 1914, in Vienna, 
Austria-Hungary.  
• She was the only child of 
Emil Kiesler, a successful 
bank director, and Gertrud 
"Trude" Kiesler, a pianist. 
• She was very curious 
about how things worked.  
Her father would lead her 
around Vienna and explain 
how everything worked.   
• When she went home she 
would take apart toys and 
reassemble   
• The Kieslers’ were 
assimilated Jews, who 
looked Austrian, but kept 
their Judaism a secret. 

Childhood



•She enjoyed watching plays and the 
beginning of the movie industry and thought 
that if she acted she would also be listen 
heard - so she dropped out of school at the 
age of 16.  
• Hedy had met Max Reinhardt, the director 
and impresario, at a party in 1929 (she was 15) 
He had encouraged her by saying to hold fast 
to her dream and that if she held fast it would 
come true.  
•Reinhardt brought her to Berlin and she 
received training in theater and returned to 
Vienna where she began to work in the film 
industry, starting out as a script girl before 
becoming an actress.  
•Her first role was minor, A girl in a night club 
(film: Geld auf der strasse, Money in the 
Streets) Followed by a better role as a 
secretary in Sturm im Wasserglas (Storm in a 
Water Glass), Then part of the cast in "the 
weaker sex" 

Growing Up



• Then SCANDAL While she was in Berlin (August 
1931), A Czech director Gustav Machaty offered 
hedy the lead in a Czechoslovakian film, Ekstase 
(Ecstasy) Her role as Eva would promote and 
plague her professional career. Ekstase embodied 
the new spirit of personal freedom, in which the 
world began taking itself more youthfully. 
• Women threw off corsets that confined them, and 
abjured parasols and veils since they no longer 
feared air and sunshine. 
• In swimming places, the wooden fences that 
separated men and women were torn down, 
because they weren't ashamed anymore of how 
they were built. 
• During the production of “Ekstase” Hedy had 
been offered a Hollywood contract but turned it 
down. Saying "I don't want to become the slave of 
film.”  
•Hedy married the “Henry Ford” or Europe, named 
Fritz Mandl. His owned an ammunition factory and 
included Hedy in meeting with scientists 

SCANDAL



• Hedy married the “Henry Ford” or Europe, named 
Fritz Mandl - she was 17, he was 33.  
• He owned an ammunition factory and included 
Hedy in meeting with scientists 
• They had a small and quiet wedding. 
• Fritz tried to track down and buy every print of 
Ekstase, so that no print of it could ever be seen 
again. Spent nearly $300,000 - they simply made 
more. 
• Mandl "did not permit" her to follow her career as 
an actress. She felt like a guest in her own house. 
• Fritz was a controlling man with a huge temper. 
• She ran away from Fritz (with jewelry)and ended 
up in Paris when she met MGM Pictures head Louis 
Mayer. 

Fritz Mandl



• Hedy's father had died of a massive heart 
attack, causing her to go into depression for 
about a year. The death had made her realize 
she couldn't take the marriage anymore.  

"Now I knew that I must run away, must escape, must 
make plans to go to Hollywood. I had met death for 
the first time and death had shown me, among other 

things, how brief life is.  I must have my life, the only 
life I ever really wanted, before it ran away from me 

into the darkness"  

•She booked passage on the same boat, learned 
two English sentences and swept Louis Mayer off 
his feet.   
• Mayer asked her to change her name Hedy 
changed her last name to honor silent film star 
Barbara La Marr. 
• He gave her a Hollywood contract on the boat 
and she was famous by the time the boat 
docked in America.

Hollywood Bound



• In 1938, she appeared in her first 
Hollywood movie, ‘Algiers’ 
opposite Charles Boyer. The movie 
became a sensation as the 
American audiences were 
captivated by Lamarr’s stunning 
beauty and striking onscreen 
persona. 
• She became one of the most 
successful actresses in Hollywood 
over the next few years and 
appeared alongside several of the 
leading men of that era. She 
acted in 18 films during the 1940s 
which include: 

 ‘Boom Town’ (1940) Clark Gable and 
Spencer Tracy,  
‘Tortilla Flat’ (1942), co-starring Spencer 
Tracy,  
‘Samson and Delilah’ (1949), opposite Victor 
Mature.



“Hedy Lamarr is 
the most beautiful 

women in the 
world” 

LIFE Magazine



“Any girl can be  
glamorous. All 

you  have to do is 
stand still  and 
look stupid.” 
Hedy Lamarr



“All creative people want to do the unexpected.” 
Hedy Lamarr



Coming Genius
• Hollywood bored Hedy.  She would say at home instead of galas 
reading over science manuals.   
• She invented the soda pill 
• She invented an improved traffic light that operated on sensors 
• She perseverated on her role in the world and her FEAR  of the 
Nazi’s   



Genius
• In 1940, as Hitler waged war across Europe, Hedy met composer 
and pianist George Antheil and the two hit it off at a Hollywood 
cocktail party over talk about endocrinological perfection.   
• She told George that she had an idea for a secret communication 
system that would disable the Nazi’s and Japanese from disabling 
torpedos…called Frequency Hopping  
•Lamarr's solution was to spread the control signal over a variety of 
frequencies. The control signal  
from the attacking ship would  
start out on one frequency, and 
then jump to another frequency,  
and then yet another. By  
changing frequencies at regular 
intervals, it would be much  
harder for the enemy to jam  
the control signal, since it would 
take a huge amount of power  
to block all the possible  
frequencies that the attacking ship was using. 







The Snub
• After months of plans, and sketches, Hedy Lamarr and George 
Antheil (a composer) invented the remote-controlled torpedo - 
Patented on August 11th 1942. 
• Antheils and Hedy’s invention was declined for reason of the 
“budget”…so they gave it to the U.S. for FREE - The U.S. put the files in 
a metal file cabinet and it was not touched again until the 1960’s. 
• After this snub from the U.S. goverment, Antheil settled in 
Manhattan Beach and wrote symphonies.  
• Hedy took a public direction with her war efforts. She raised war 
bonds, and made almost $25 million in bonds ($343 million today) 



The Rub
• In 1962 the US Navy dug out the Hedy Piano Files on Frequency 
Hopping and used it for communication between ships in the Atlantic 
Ocean - 20 years after the concept was created.   
• Hedy’s patent expired and she was never given a dime for the 
idea. 



Random Facts
• She was married to: 
      Fritz Mandl, 1933-1937, 

   Gene Markey, 1939 to 1941,  
      John Loder, 1943 to 1947,  
      Ernest "Ted" Stauffer, 1951–1952,    
      W. Howard Lee, 1953–1960,  
      Lewis J. Boies 1963–1965.  
• During her popularity she inspired the look of Snow White. 
• When her looks began to fade Hollywood rejected her  
• She turned to cosmetic surgery with terrible results  
• Embarrassed she became a major reclusive and rarely left the 
house. She did not even wish to see her children.  
•Hedy Lamarr suffered from several heart diseases during her later 
years and died in Casselberry, Florida on 19 January 2000, at the 
age of 85. 



Hedy Lamarr in the 1960s. Hedy Lamarr in the 1980s. 

«Compromise and tolerance are magic words. It took me 40 years to become philosophical.» 
Hedy Lamarr



Hedy Lamarr in the last years of her life.





«I don't believe in life after death. But I do believe in some  
grinding destiny that watches over us on earth. If I didn't,  
the safety valve would give and the boiler would explode.» 

Hedy Lamarr



«Analysis gave me great  
freedom of emotions and  

fantastic confidence. I felt I had  
served my time as a puppet.» 

Hedy Lamarr



«The world isn't getting any easier. With  
all these new inventions I believe that  
people are hurried more and pushed  

more... The hurried way is not the right  
way; you need time for everything 

-time to work, time to play, time to rest.» 

Hedy Lamarr



«Jack Kennedy always said to me,  
Hedy, get involved. That's the  

secret of life. Try everything. Join  
everything. Meet everybody.» 

Hedy Lamarr



«I am not ashamed to say  
that no man I ever met was  

my father's equal, and I  
never loved any other man  

as much.» 
Hedy Lamarr



«I've been an important star and lived  
a full life, yet I only have three close  
friends. I guess that's all anyone can  

expect.» 
Hedy Lamarr




