
Rasputin



A Monk
Mesmerizing

Debaucherous 

Charismatic

Who was Rasputin?

Illiterate Pig

Father

Husband

Legendary

Gifted/Lucky

Larger than Life

A Zombie?

Scoundrel

Manic

Master of the Occult 
Healer



“When the bell tolls three times, it will 
announce that I have been killed. If I am 

killed by common men, you and your 
children will rule Russia for centuries to 
come; if I am killed by one of your stock, 
you and your family will be killed by the 

Russian people! Pray Tsar of Russia. Pray.” 
-Rasputin



Childhood
• Grigori Rasputn (2 rivers meet) was born in a small village of Pokrovskoe, January 21st 

1869.While his father was well-to-do for a peasant, there was not a school located in the village, 
thus Rasputin never attended any formal training.  

• There were not any literate poplin the entire town.   
• Once year a traveling monk would arrive to give blessning, baptize, and do “magic” tricks. 
• Because of the traveling monk he became associated with the  

“Khlysty, a” sect of Russian Orthodox Church.   
• This group rejected the abstinent life of the priest and the veneration of the saint instead they 

believed one could experience the divinity of God through ecstatic carnal rituals & strong drink. 



Finding His “Gift”
• Some people in his village said he possessed 

supernatural powers, while others cite examples of 
extreme cruelty. 

• Within the same sect from a differnt village, he 
married Fresco via Fyodorovna at 19 years of age. 

• He fathered 5 children, however only 3 survived 
the Siberian winters. 

• Reports state that they were happy and were role 
models in the village. 

• Because he displayed a remarkable gift for “seeing” 
into people, he was encouraged to traveled to 
Greece and the Middle East, making several 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, to become a monk. 

• With little money, he became a religious wanderer 
who offered his teaching (interpretation of stories) 
for hospitality  

• In 1903, Rasputin wandered St. Petersburg, where 
his reputation arrived before him as a mystic and 
faith healer - offering him a taste of fame. 

• His fame made it to the ears of the Tzar 



Finding His “Gift”
• To make some extra money he provided farm help during the 1902 harvest in the hub city of 

Kazan. 
• Because of his charisma, he attracted attention from the clergy and aristocracy who were 

fascinated by his interpretations of Scripture  
• In 1903, Rasputin wandered St. Petersburg, where his reputation arrived before him as a 

mystic and faith  healer - offering him a taste of fame. 
• His fame made     it to the ears of the Tzar 



Nicholas & Alexandra
■ On April 20, 1894, 

Czarevitch Nicholas II 
proposed to Princess 
Alexandra of Hesse. 
Although  
■ seen by the Russian people as a 

cold, unhappy German princess  
■ numerous letters document a 

lifelong love that existed 
between "Niki" and "Alix."



Nicholas II 
1868-1918

Alexei 
1904-1918

Olga 
1895-1918

Maria 
1899-1918

Tatiana 
1897-1918

Alexandra 
1872-1918

Anastasia 
1901-1918





 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewNw78TpRPk


Family Ties
■ Alexei, the only son, destined to be the next 

tsar, had hemophilia 

■ Virtually untreatable and usually led to 
untimely death 

■ In desperation, Alexandria began to rely on 
Rasputin, a mystic, who seemed to be able to 
help Alexei during bleeding episodes 



A Monk-tasic Solution
• Milica Petrovic told her friend, Tsarina Alexandra about a mystical monk. 
• In 1905/1906, Rasputin was called to the Tzar’s palace for a secret meeting… 

   hemophilia       rumors        doctors     aspirin  



• During the summer of 1912, Alexei developed a hemorrhage 
in his thigh and groin after falling out of a carriage ride while 
horsing around near the royal hunting grounds. 

• Alexei fell out of the carriage and hit his leg and groin on the 
step runners of the carriage…he professed he was fine. 

• Within an hour or two a large hematoma developed 
followed by severe pain & delirious with fever…Doctors 
gave him 3 days at best. 

• The Tsarina send a telegram to Rasputin (who was in 
Siberia), asking him to pray for Alexei. 

• Rasputin wrote back quickly, telling the Tsarina that "God 
has seen your tears and heard your prayers. Do not grieve. 
The Little One will not die. Do not allow the doctors to 
bother him too much.” 

• The next morning, Alexei's condition was unchanged,        
but Alexandra was encouraged by the message and    
regained some hope that Alexei would survive even 
encouraging the family to take a photo trip (without Alexi). 

• Alexei's bleeding stopped the following day.[42]

A Monk-tasic Man



• He gained a major influence over royal family. 
• Even the Tzar’s closest ministers needed to go through Rasputin 

in order to talk with the Tzar.

The Debaucherous Monk

• He used his power and fame 
to sink even deeper into a 
world of greed, vanity, 
lewdness, coarseness, 
vulgarity, wantonness, rape, 
and vileness. 

• Rumors circulated and death 
threats began.  

• The public wondered - the 
aristocracy feared 



• The “Spark Heard Around the World” 
• As Russia entered World War I, Rasputin 

predicted that calamity would befall the country.  
• Alexandra convinced her husband to take 

command of the Russian Army in 1915…
Rasputin connived Alendra. 

• When the Tzar went off the front line, Alexandra 
took responsibility for domestic policy (remeber 
she was a German). 

• Always Rasputin's defender, she dismissed 
ministers who were said to be suspicious of the 
"mad monk."  

• Government officials tried to warn her of 
Rasputin's undue influence, but she continued to 
defend him, giving the impression that Rasputin 
was her closest advisor.

The Beginning of WWI - 
The End of a Dynasty



Death, DEath, DEAth, DEATh & DEATH
• On the night of December 29, 1916, a group of conspirators, including the Tzar's 

first cousin, Grand Duke Dmitri Pavlovich, and Prince Felix Yusupov, invited 
Rasputin to Yusupov's palace.

• They joked with him while fed him wine 
and cakes laced with cyanide. 

• While Rasputin eventually became 
rather drunk, the poison seemed to have 
no effect…Yusupov grew bored of the 
conversation 

• Baffled but not deterred, the conspirators 
shot Rasputin multiple times and then 
left the room to get more drink… 

• Upon return Rasputin rose up and 
lunged at his assailants and then ran out 
of the palace.

• They shot him again close range. 
• They wrapped him in a carpet/curtain and threw him into without weights…. 
• He rose to the top of the water and waved while traveling under the ice. His body 

was discovered three days later.



Random Facts

•
Rasputin had seven siblings, all 

of whom passed away 
prematurely.

He is claimed to have been 
able to heal horses simply 

through touch.

His daughter became his 
biographer

He was arrested at least 10 
times for stealing horses and 

letting them free

He once bragged about not 
changing his underwear for 
over six months, and food 

would often rot in his beard.

He often would indulge in sex 
and alcohol, and preached 
that without sin, one could 

not repent and reach 
redemption. 



Random Facts

•

Though the rumors about his 
affair with the Tsarina were 
unfounded, Rasputin had a 

reputation for immense sexual 
appetite. Crowds of women 

followers would gather outside his 
apartment and wait days to meet 

him. Over time, he curated a 
group of favored women he called 
his “little ladies,” who would bathe 
him and, according to Rasputin’s 

daughter, worshiped his penis.

Rasputin was an outspoken 
critic of war and an advocate 

for equal rights for all, 
including Jews and the poor 
lower classes. He even backed 
several Jewish businessmen 

from state prosecution.



Random Facts

•

Rasputin is said to have 
referred to the Tsar and 

Tsarina as “Papa” and “Mama.”

In 1914, a woman stabbed Rasputin in 
the stomach on the streets in the town 
of Pokrovskoye. Rasputin barely survived 

the attack.

Rasputin prophesied in a letter to the Tsarina that he would be murdered. In 
this prophecy, he claimed that if his death was at the hands of nobility, then 

not only would the royal family fall and perish, but there would be great 
bloodshed throughout the country. Seven months after his death, the 
Bolshevik revolution began, and a year later the entire family of Tsar 

Nicholas was murdered.












