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Early Life 
• Born steps away from George Clooney’s 

Italian lake house in Como, Italy, Pliny the 
Elder was born Gaius Plinius Secundus in 23 
AD.  

• Not much is know about his family, except for 
the fact that he had a sister (Plinis) and that his 
father was wealthy enough to be a member of 
the Equestrian class, (Greek Hippo Class)  

• Pliny studied and mastered the art of Rhetoric 
• He was also trained in literature, law, military 

training, and good behavior 

•  good manners and general knowledge 
• In 45AD, when he was 21 yrs he left Italy and 

traveled to Gallia Belgica (modern day 
Belgium) where he served as military tribune.   

• His intelligence enabled him to become a  a 
fighting officer in charge of a cavalry  

•



• In 46AD he fought a battle in modern 

day Germany.  

• He was thrown from his horse and his 

horse was struck down.   

• This experience taught him the art of 

strategy, which he believed would win 

every war no matter how many troops 

or weapons. 

• In 47AD he was order back to Rome 

by Emperor Claudius.  There is no 

reason given why he was order back 

or what/how Emperor Claudius had 

heard about him.  



• Carefully observing the Germanic armies, Pliny wrote his first book, a short 

treatise on spear throwing from horseback

• The book was an instructional manual on how to throw spears far and 

accurately for the Roman army  



• Natural History is 37 different 
volumes in a collection of 75 
different books. 

• Natural History is the only 
surviving book left.   

• It is the most influential book 
ever written in Latin and the 
Roman world.  

• In the book he outlines 20,000 

remedies researches and 
observations related to 
cosmology geography humans 

animals plants agriculture 
medicine minerals and a 
number of oddities… 
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• The book was compiled from 400 
principal authors 35,000 observation 

• Most books of the day were influenced 
by the author's own opinions  

• Pliny’s book was only trying to promote 
knowledge for the sake of knowledge 

• For example, he described in detail how 
many types of lettuce one could grow in 
a retina climate or how much elephant 
weighed alone and with child 

• But…he also believed may of the 
“observations” without checking to see if 
they were real….so 

• ….the book states that there are 
mermaids, dog-faced tribes,  headless 
people with eyes in their shoulders, a 
race of monopods, and dragons. 
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The Eruption of  
Mount Vesuvius
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