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MAIN CAUSES OF WWI
•Militarism 

•Alliances 

•Imperialism 

•Nationalism



MILITARISM
• Militarism: building up armed forces; getting ready for war. 
• Includes military influence in the government, increased 

spending, new weapon creation and army conscription (the 
draft).  

• Created a massive arms race

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1914

94 130 154 268 289 398

European Military Spending

Year

Millions of $



Militarism 



ALLIANCES
• Alliance: agreement or promise to defend 

and help another country. 
• In WWI, there were two alliances: 
• Central Powers (Triple Alliance): Germany, 

Austria-Hungary, & Ottoman Empire 
• Allied Powers (Triple Entente): Great 

Britain, France & Russia







Alliances



IMPERIALISM 
• Imperialism: establishing political, economic 

and military dominance over weaker nations. 
• European powers competed for territories in 

Africa, Asia and the Pacific. 
• These imperialistic rivalries led to bad 

relations between the powers, strengthening 
of alliances, and extreme hostility.  



Imperialism 



NATIONALISM
• Nationalism: pride and loyalty to your nation 

(or group). 
• Two kinds of nationalism during WWI: 
1. Oppressed groups’ desire for independence 
o Serbians oppressed by Austria-Hungary (Slavs) 

2. Independent nation’s desire for dominance 
o European Empires (Britain, Austria-Hungary & 

Germany)



Slavic Nationalism



Nationalism



MAIN Causes
1. Germany wished to build her Empire. This is known as _____________. 

Germany also built up her armed forces – known as _____________. 
2. Smaller countries, like the Slavic states, were under the domination of 

larger empires, like Austria-Hungary, which created a desire for 
independence, or _____________. 

3. As Britain had the most powerful navy, she was worried about other 
countries building up their armed forces. We could call this a worry 
about _____________. In order to ease her worry, Britain made an 
_____________ with France, or an agreement to help defend. 

4. Countries in Europe were very proud of themselves, and would 
defend their country as best as possible. This is known as 
____________________. 



Russia

• Czar Nicholas II 
– Russia on the verge 

of a revolution



Austria-Hungary

• Emperor Franz Joseph 

• Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand  
– Heir to the throne



Ottoman Empire - “Sick Man of Europe” 



Germany

•Kaiser Wilhelm II 
– Before he died he wanted 

his “place in the sun” 
– "It is not by his will that 

he will unleash a war, 
but by his weakness."  
•King Edward VII writing 

about his nephew, Kaiser 
Wilhelm II, in 1905.



General Information…

•  Started on July 28, 1914 
•  Ended on November 11, 1918

• Almost 8,000,000 dead.    
         *** Russia the most  = 1.7 million 
• Almost 22,000,000 wounded…..

• Map of Europe greatly changed.



Militarism 

Alliances 

Imperialism 

Nationalism 

The Assassination 
of Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand

SPARK



The Black Hand..
•The main objective of the Black Hand 
was the creation, by means of violence, 
of a Greater Serbia. 

•By 1914 there were around 2,500 
members of the Black Hand. The group 
was mainly made up of junior army 
officers but also included lawyers, 
journalists and university professors. 
  
• Its stated aim was: "To realize the 
national ideal, the unification of all Serbs. 
This organization prefers terrorist action 
to cultural activities; it will therefore 
remain secret."

http://av.rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9ibyJxAqKFD.rEAz4SHBqMX;_ylu=X3oDMTBwanIybjRqBHBndANhdHdfaW1nX3Jlc3VsdARzZWMDc3I-/SIG=121gpo8lc/EXP=1134754240/**http%3a//serbianlinks.freehosting.net/eagle.jpg
http://av.rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9ibyJxAqKFD.rEAz4SHBqMX;_ylu=X3oDMTBwanIybjRqBHBndANhdHdfaW1nX3Jlc3VsdARzZWMDc3I-/SIG=121gpo8lc/EXP=1134754240/**http%3a//serbianlinks.freehosting.net/eagle.jpg


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c6/F.F..jpg


The spark that lit  
the fuse….

• The one event that started the Great War 
happened in the Balkans. 

• The Archduke Franz Ferdinand (Austria) was 
assassinated while visiting Serbia. 

• The Black Hand was responsible….

http://av.rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9ibyJ9.maFDFP0ANhyHBqMX;_ylu=X3oDMTBwanIybjRqBHBndANhdHdfaW1nX3Jlc3VsdARzZWMDc3I-/SIG=129t93uo4/EXP=1134750462/**http%3a//www.kgt.de/projekte/klasse5b/frederik/Bomb.jpg
http://av.rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9ibyJ9.maFDFP0ANhyHBqMX;_ylu=X3oDMTBwanIybjRqBHBndANhdHdfaW1nX3Jlc3VsdARzZWMDc3I-/SIG=129t93uo4/EXP=1134750462/**http%3a//www.kgt.de/projekte/klasse5b/frederik/Bomb.jpg


The Assassin and the 
Archduke

Gavrilo Princip



Assassination





Trench Warfare















The Western Front



America the 
Neutral

Wilson won re-
election in 
presidential 

election of 1916, 
using the slogan 
“He kept us out 

of war.”

For the first 
three years of 
World War I, 

the U.S. 
remained 
neutral



Lusitania 
Sunk

In 1915, Germany sank the 
British cruise ship Lusitania, 

killing over 1,200 people, 
including 128 Americans. While 
this angered many Americans, 

it still was not enough to get the 
U.S. to enter the war.





German U-boat attacks

It was the sinking of 
American trade 
ships without 
warning that was 
the biggest reason 
why the United 
States entered 
World War I

Germany began 
unlimited 

submarine warfare 
in the Atlantic 

Ocean in 1915. 



Zimmerman Telegram
The Zimmerman Note was 
an alleged telegram from 

Germany to Mexico.
It promised Mexico 
land in exchange 
for going to war 

with the U.S.

The Zimmerman Telegram was 
the last straw for most 

Americans in turning against 
Germany



Protecting 
Democracy



Strong ties with Britain
One last reason the United 
States joined with the Allies 
was its strong cultural ties 
with Great Britain

By 1917, the 
U.S. was 

ready to join 
the conflict



U.S. enters World War I

"The world must be 
made safe for 
democracy.” 

--  Woodrow Wilson

 One day after subs sank seven 
U.S. ships and after the 

Zimmerman note was made 
public, Congress declared war 
on Germany on April 6, 1917



Mobilizing the Military
When the U.S. entered the war, it did 
not have enough soldiers. Although 
many people volunteered, most leaders 
believed that they would have to turn to 
conscription.

Conscription is 
forced military 

service (the draft)



New Weapons of War



Key Figures in World War I

Woodrow Wilson 
U.S. President

Wilhelm II 
German Kaiser

John J. 
“Blackjack” 

Pershing 
U.S. General

Herbert Hoover 
Oversaw Food 

Drives



Role of women in WWI
Women officially 

served in the armed 
forces for the first 
time during WWI, 

mostly as nurses

World War I also saw for the 
first time women appearing 
in the workplace in factory 
jobs while men were off to 
war



African Americans in WWI
Of the 3 million men 

drafted into U.S. military 
service during World War 

I, about 400,000 were 
African Americans 



Great Migration of Blacks

The states in blue had the twelve largest net 
gains of African Americans, while the states in 
red had the ten largest net losses

Many African Americans 
left the South during 
WWI and moved North 
to work in factories that 
produced war materials

This movement of blacks 
from the South to the 

North in the early 1900s 
became known as the 

Great Migration



War on the Home Front
World War I was the 
first “total war”, a 

conflict that involves 
all of a nation’s 
people and its 

resources and affects 
the daily lives of all 

of a its citizens





Propaganda during WWI
The government 
would use 
propaganda 
posters like this to 
promote support 
for the war effort 
among American 
citizens and 
portray the enemy 
as evil and 
bloodthirsty





 



Germans 
were 
portrayed 
as a threat 
to women 
and 
children

Propaganda 
also 
portrayed 
Germans as 
a threat to 
our 
democratic 
way of life





1917 – The Turning Point

The United States 
enters the war on 

the side of the 
Allies

Russia withdraws 
from the war when the 
Russian Revolution 
begins



Battle of the Argonne Forest
Once the United States 
entered the war, the stalemate 
on the Western Front in 
France was broken 

The Battle of the 
Argonne Forest turned 
the tide of the war and 
ultimately led to 
Germany’s surrender

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/Cimeti%C3%A8re_am%C3%A9ricain_de_Romagne-sous-Montfaucon_-_1918_-_France.JPG


Germany Surrenders
Realizing they could not win 
the war, Germany signed an 
armistice – or cease fire – 
with the Allies 

The fighting ended at 11 
a.m., on November 11, 

1918, a day that became 
known as Armistice Day



Figure 31.1: Approximate Comparative Losses in World War I


