
Russian Revolution



Nicholas & Alexandra
■ On April 20, 1894, 

Czarevitch Nicholas II 
proposed to Princess 
Alexandra of Hesse. 
Although  
■ seen by the Russian people as a 

cold, unhappy German princess  
■ numerous letters document a 

lifelong love that existed 
between "Niki" and "Alix."



Nicholas II 
1868-1918

Alexei 
1904-1918

Olga 
1895-1918

Maria 
1899-1918

Tatiana 
1897-1918

Alexandra 
1872-1918

Anastasia 
1901-1918







 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewNw78TpRPk


Family Ties
■ Alexei, the only son, destined to be the next 

tsar, had hemophilia 

■ Virtually untreatable and usually led to 
untimely death 

■ In desperation, Alexandria began to rely on 
Rasputin, a mystic, who seemed to be able to 
help Alexei during bleeding episodes 





Reason 1. 
Czar Nicholas II

• Czar Nicholas II was 
unable or unwilling to 
deal with Russia’s 
problems. 

• The Russian people 
wanted to end absolute 
rule.



Reason 2. 
Economic Aspects

• The peasants wanted 
the noble’s fertile lands. 

• Factories proved unable 
to satisfy military and 
civilian needs. 

• Severe food shortages. 
• The was widespread 

discontent in all classes 
of Russian society.



Reason 3. 
Military Causes

• Humiliating defeat by 
Japan in 1905. 

• WWI - The Russian 
armies met with a 
series military defeats. 

• 5,000,000 Russian 
soldiers were killed in 
the war.



Rasputin
Reason 4.



Rasputin



A Monk
Mesmerizing

Debaucherous 

Charismatic

Who was Rasputin?

Illiterate Pig

Father

Husband

Legendary

Gifted/Lucky

Larger than Life

A Zombie?

Scoundrel

Manic

Master of the Occult 
Healer



“When the bell tolls three times, it will 
announce that I have been killed. If I am 

killed by common men, you and your 
children will rule Russia for centuries to 
come; if I am killed by one of your stock, 
you and your family will be killed by the 

Russian people! Pray Tsar of Russia. Pray.” 
-Rasputin



Childhood
• Grigori Rasputn (2 rivers meet) was born in a 

small village of Pokrovskoe, January 21st 
1869.While his father was well-to-do for a 
peasant, there was not a school located in the 
village, thus Rasputin never attended any formal 
training.  

• Once year a traveling monk would arrive to 
give blessning, baptize, and do “magic” tricks. 

• He married Fresco via Fyodorovna at 19 years 
of age and fathered 5 children (only 3 survived) 

• Reports state that they were happy and were 
role models in the village. 

• Some people in his village said he possessed 
supernatural powers, he was encouraged to 
traveled to Greece and the Middle East, making 
several pilgrimages to the Holy Land, to 
become a monk.



A Monk-tasic Solution
• Milica Petrovic told her friend, Tsarina Alexandra about a mystical monk. 
• In 1905/1906, Rasputin was called to the Tzar’s palace for a secret meeting… 

   hemophilia       rumors        doctors     aspirin  



• During the summer of 1912, Alexei developed a hemorrhage 
in his thigh and groin after falling out of a carriage ride while 
horsing around near the royal hunting grounds. 

• Alexei fell out of the carriage and hit his leg and groin on the 
step runners of the carriage…he professed he was fine. 

• Within an hour or two a large hematoma developed 
followed by severe pain & delirious with fever…Doctors 
gave him 3 days at best. 

• The Tsarina send a telegram to Rasputin (who was in 
Siberia), asking him to pray for Alexei. 

• Rasputin wrote back quickly, telling the Tsarina that "God 
has seen your tears and heard your prayers. Do not grieve. 
The Little One will not die. Do not allow the doctors to 
bother him too much.” 

• The next morning, Alexei's condition was unchanged,        
but Alexandra was encouraged by the message and    
regained some hope that Alexei would survive even 
encouraging the family to take a photo trip (without Alexi). 

• Alexei's bleeding stopped the following day.[42]

A Monk-tasic Man



• He gained a major influence over royal family. 
• Even the Tzar’s closest ministers needed to go through Rasputin 

in order to talk with the Tzar.

The Debaucherous Monk

• He used his power and fame 
to sink even deeper into a 
world of greed, vanity, 
lewdness, coarseness, 
vulgarity, wantonness, rape, 
and vileness. 

• Rumors circulated and death 
threats began.  

• The public wondered - the 
aristocracy feared 



• The “Spark Heard Around the World” 
• As Russia entered World War I, Rasputin 

predicted that calamity would befall the country.  
• Alexandra convinced her husband to take 

command of the Russian Army in 1915…
Rasputin connived Alendra. 

• When the Tzar went off the front line, Alexandra 
took responsibility for domestic policy (remeber 
she was a German). 

• Always Rasputin's defender, she dismissed 
ministers who were said to be suspicious of the 
"mad monk."  

• Government officials tried to warn her of 
Rasputin's undue influence, but she continued to 
defend him, giving the impression that Rasputin 
was her closest advisor.

The Beginning of WWI - 
The End of a Dynasty



Death, DEath, DEAth, DEATh & DEATH
• On the night of December 29, 1916, a group of conspirators, including the Tzar's 

first cousin, Grand Duke Dmitri Pavlovich, and Prince Felix Yusupov, invited 
Rasputin to Yusupov's palace.

• They joked with him while fed him wine 
and cakes laced with cyanide. 

• While Rasputin eventually became 
rather drunk, the poison seemed to have 
no effect…Yusupov grew bored of the 
conversation 

• Baffled but not deterred, the conspirators 
shot Rasputin multiple times and then 
left the room to get more drink… 

• Upon return Rasputin rose up and 
lunged at his assailants and then ran out 
of the palace.

• They shot him again close range. 
• They wrapped him in a carpet/curtain and threw him into without weights…. 
• He rose to the top of the water and waved while traveling under the ice. His body 

was discovered three days later.



Random Facts

•
Rasputin had seven siblings, all 

of whom passed away 
prematurely.

He is claimed to have been 
able to heal horses simply 

through touch.

His daughter became his 
biographer

He was arrested at least 10 
times for stealing horses and 

letting them free

He once bragged about not 
changing his underwear for 
over six months, and food 

would often rot in his beard.

He often would indulge in sex 
and alcohol, and preached 
that without sin, one could 

not repent and reach 
redemption. 



The outbreak of Revolution

• In February 1917 bread 
riots break out in 
Petrograd. 

• Factory workers went 
on strike.  

• The soldiers sent to 
break the strikes and 
riots sided with the 
people.



The Kerensky Government 
March-November 1917

• Czar Nicholas II 
abdicates in 1917. 

• A Provisional 
Government under 
Alexander Kerensky is 
set up by the February 
Revolution.



Failure of the  
Provisional Government

• The Provisional 
Government failed 
because: 

• It continued the war 
• It could not feed the 

cities. 
• It did not approve land 

seizures.



Vladimir Lenin  
1870-1924

• Founded the Bolshevik 
Party. 

• Lenin was a Marxist 
Ideologist. 

• Lenin was exiled for 
many years, but 
returned in April 1917 
and led a revolt against 
the Kerensky 
Government



Who came up with the basic ideas of 
Communism?

• Karl Marx (1818 – 1883) 
– German by birth 
– Former college professor 
– Author / philosopher 

• Hated the conditions that 
the Industrial Revolution 
had brought to workers 
– Created “Marxism” = aka 

“Communism”

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Karl_Marx.jpg


Who came up with the idea of 
Communism?

• Frederick Engels (1820 – 1895) 
– German by birth 
– College educated 
– Journalist / Social critic 

• Had reported on the conditions 
of working people in Europe 
during the Industrial Revolution 
–Financially supported Marx & 

his writings



During their close friendship / 
partnership of over 30 years, Engels 

and Marx wrote several books and over 
1,500 letters to one another 



What is The Communist Manifesto?

• The Communist 
Manifesto was Marx 
and Engels’ greatest 
work 
– Published in 1848 

• Not widely read in 
Europe until after 
Marx’s death in 1883 
– Marxist “Bible”



Who are the major players in 
Communism? 

• Two (2) groups: 

1. Proletariat = Working 
class / lower classes 
of society 

2. Bourgeoisie = Upper 
classes / the ones 
who gain wealth off 
the proletariat



Development of the “factory culture”



Stereotype of the Factory Owner



“Upstairs / Downstairs” Life



What is Marx / Engels’ theories?
• Marx and Engels studied the history of the world’s economies and the 

way that power, industry and finance are controlled. 
• They saw the way countries developed in stages over world history

Primitive  
Communism

Feudalism

Capitalism

Socialism

Communism 
(Marxism)



What is Primitive Communism?

Primitive  
Communism

• This is how humans first lived together – in small 
tribes.  

• Everything was shared amongst the tribe – food, 
jobs, belongings. No-one owned land.  

• Eventually a group comes to power – this leads to 
Feudalism…



What is Feudalism?

Primitive  
Communism

Feudalism

•Under feudalism, a 
king or emperor or 
chief becomes the 
ruler over all the 
people. 

•He gives land 
and privileges 
to ‘nobles’ who 
rule the people 
for him.

•The people 
are kept 
uneducated 
and told that 
God chose 
the king to 
rule. The 
church helps 
the king this 
way.

•As trade develops, 
some people get 
richer. This leads to 
Capitalism…..



What is Capitalism?

Feudalism

Capitalism

•The business 
owners or 
capitalists get 
richer while the 
workers do all 
the hard work.

•The 
capitalists 
get more 
power to 
serve their 
own 
interests.

•Capitalism creates a huge working-class of 
people who soon get angry at the way they 
are treated.  

•Eventually they begin to  demand changes. 
This will lead to a revolution and 
Socialism…



What is Socialism?

Socialism

Capitalism

•In the Socialist revolution 
all the rulers – kings, 
churches, capitalists are 
got rid of.

•The workers 
take control of 
the country to 
produce things 
for everyone.

•Because nothing is 
made for profit, all 
people benefit from 
education and health.

•These ideas 
spread across 
the world to 
create 
Communism…
.



What is Communism (Marxism)?

Socialism

Communism 
(Marxism)

•As everyone now works together, 
war is a thing of the past – armies 
are not needed.  

•Sharing means no police are 
needed.  

•Everything is provided by the 
people – so money becomes a 
thing of the past.

•All human activity 
goes towards 
benefiting each other 
– allowing all to live 
their lives to the full.



Communism (Marxism) =  
“Short Version”



Bread, Land, Peace

• Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks promised 
the people what they 
wanted most: 

• Food for the cities. 
• End Russia’s 

involvement in WWI 
• Land for the peasants.



Czar Nicholas II

• When the Bolsheviks 
came to power the 
imperial family was 
sent to the Ural 
Mountains. 

• The Czar and his 
family were executed 
on July 16, 1918 in the 
town of Ekaterinburg.



Results of the Civil War

• The Red Army under 
the leadership of Leon 
Trotsky defeated the 
White forces.



Results of the  
Bolshevik Revolution

• Formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republic in 1922 under the control of 
Lenin,Trotsky,and  Stalin. 

• Formation of a communist government 
based on the ideas of Karl Marx. 

• The idea of a continued revolution to spread 
the ideas of Communism.


